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Fig. I. Map showing routes that populations followed from Afri&a to other parts of the Old World.
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T he word Egypt for many people evokes im-

AL ages of one of the great civilizations of the
ancient world and represents one of the major
foci of research by the University of Pennsylva-
nia Museum. Tens of thousands of years before
Egyptian civilization, however, early humans
living along the Nile River and in the deserts of
Egypt left behind stone tools, the remains of
meals, and other evidence that is the key to un-
derstanding the evolution of modern human
behavior and the dispersal of humans from Af-
rica to the Middle East, Europe, and Asia. The
archaeological signatures provided by these an-
cient sites pose a series of intriguing research

problems because interpreting their details is
fundamental to deciphering the roots of hu-
manity worldwide.

One of the primary reasons that attention
has focused on the African continent as a
source of modern humans is advances in ge-
netics. These have allowed scientists to examine
the genetic relationships between modern, liv-
ing groups of people, and the results appear to
show that African populations have the most di-
versity in mtDNA (mitochondrial DNA), a type
of DNA that is passed only from mothers to their
offspring. Diversity in mtDNA is believed to

be the result of mutations that accumulate over
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